AP Government—Summer Reading
Choose any one of the following titles:
Coach Wooden by Pat Williams
When Coach John Wooden graduated from eighth grade, his father gave him a handwritten card and
said, "Son, try to live up to this." On the card, his father had written seven simple yet profound life
principles:
Be true to yourself
Help others
Make friendship a fine art
Drink deeply from good books, especially the Bible
Make each day your masterpiece
Build a shelter against a rainy day by the life you live
Give thanks for your blessings and pray for guidance every day
These principles were the key to Coach Wooden's greatness—and his goodness. Through powerful
stories and pithy advice, this book shares the wisdom that made Wooden happy and successful. This
inspirational and conversational book, now in trade paper, will encourage, challenge, and motivate
readers to build these principles into their own lives.
_______________
Season of Life by Jeffery Marx
Joe Ehrmann, a former NFL football star and volunteer coach for the Gilman high school football team,
teaches his players the keys to successful defense: penetrate, pursue, punish, love. Love? A former
captain of the Baltimore Colts and now an ordained minister, Ehrmann is serious about the game of
football but even more serious about the purpose of life. Season of Life is his inspirational story as told
by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Jeffrey Marx, who was a ball boy for the Colts when he first met
Ehrmann.
Ehrmann now devotes his life to teaching young men a whole new meaning of masculinity. He teaches
the boys at Gilman the precepts of his Building Men for Others program: Being a man means
emphasizing relationships and having a cause bigger than yourself. It means accepting responsibility and
leading courageously. It means that empathy, integrity, and living a life of service to others are more
important than points on a scoreboard.
_______________

The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein
Widely heralded as a “masterful” (Washington Post) and “essential” (Slate) history of the modern
American metropolis, Richard Rothstein’s The Color of Law offers “the most forceful argument ever
published on how federal, state, and local governments gave rise to and reinforced neighborhood
segregation” (William Julius Wilson). Exploding the myth of de facto segregation arising from private
prejudice or the unintended consequences of economic forces, Rothstein describes how the American
government systematically imposed residential segregation: with undisguised racial zoning; public
housing that purposefully segregated previously mixed communities; subsidies for builders to create
whites-only suburbs; tax exemptions for institutions that enforced segregation; and support for violent
resistance to African Americans in white neighborhoods. A groundbreaking, “virtually indispensable”
study that has already
transformed our understanding of twentieth-century urban history (Chicago Daily Observer), The Color
of Law forces us to face the obligation to remedy our unconstitutional past.
________________
In the Shadow of Statues by Mitch Landrieu
"There is a difference between remembrance of history and reverence for it." When Mitch Landrieu
addressed the people of New Orleans in May 2017 about his decision to take down four Confederate
monuments, including the statue of Robert E. Lee, he struck a nerve nationally, and his speech has now
been heard or seen by millions across the country. In his first book, Mayor Landrieu discusses his
personal journey on race as well as the path he took to making the decision to remove the monuments,
tackles the broader history of slavery, race and institutional inequities that still bedevil America, and
traces his personal
relationship to this history. His father, as state legislator and mayor, was a huge force in the integration
of New Orleans in the 1960s and 19070s. Landrieu grew up with a progressive education in one of the
nation's most racially divided cities, but even he had to relearn Southern history as it really happened.
_______________
Give and Take by Adam Grant
For generations, we have focused on the individual drivers of success: passion, hard work, talent, and
luck. But in today’s dramatically reconfigured world, success is increasingly dependent on how we
interact with others. In Give and Take, Adam Grant, an award-winning researcher and Wharton’s highest
rated professor, examines the surprising forces that shape why some people rise to the top of the
success ladder while others sink to the bottom. Praised by social scientists, business theorists, and
corporate leaders, Give and Take opens up an approach to work, interactions, and productivity that is
nothing short of revolutionary.
_______________

Legacy by James Kerr
In Legacy, best-selling author James Kerr goes deep into the heart of the world's most successful
sporting team, the legendary All Blacks of New Zealand, to reveal 15 powerful and practical lessons for
leadership and business. Legacy is a unique, inspiring handbook for leaders in all fields, and asks: What
are the secrets of success - sustained success? How do you achieve world-class standards, day after day,
week after week, year after year? How do you handle pressure? How do you train to win at the highest
level? What do you leave behind you after you're gone?
_______________
A Civil War: Army vs. Navy by John Feinstein
A Civil War portrays American college football in what the author believes is its purest form: two teams
who play for love of the game & the honor of their schools, rather than for money or fame. He follows
the Army and Navy teams for a single season.
_______________
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles,
built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe.
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart,
became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was just the
beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those
who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll rose, the newly
created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger
named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a
Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of
the most chilling conspiracies in American history.
_______________
Fraternity by Diane Brady
On April 4, 1968, the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., shocked the nation. Later that month, the
Reverend John Brooks, a professor of theology at the College of the Holy Cross who shared Dr. King’s
dream of an integrated society, drove up and down the East Coast searching for African American high
school students to recruit to the school, young men he felt had the potential to succeed if given an
opportunity. Among the twenty students he had a hand in recruiting that year were Clarence Thomas,
the future Supreme Court justice; Edward P. Jones, who would go on to win a Pulitzer Prize for
literature; and Theodore Wells, who would become one of the nation’s most successful defense
attorneys. Many of the others went on to become stars in their fields as well.

