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By: Milo Moggan 26

“Mary Poppins Jr.” sold-out eight days before o

ening night, making it
Drama’s fastest-selling production of the past 1

This show saw the most auditions for
Drama since 2019.
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Rooted in Purpose, Rising in Excellence

By: The Plank Chiefs

wo state championships.

A sold out play.

Multiple outstanding
performances by the choir and
band programs. Taking
everything into account, it’s safe
to say that Jesuit has had a very
successful year.

But why? Are all of these
accomplishments merely a result
of luck and coincidence? Is this
just a fluke, a peak year for
Jesuit? Or is there something
bigger at play, a newfound key to
consistent success?

The answer lies within Jesuit’s
culture. Of course, each program
at Jesuit has its own unique
culture, shaped by its staff and
student leaders; however, despite
their unique qualities, these
programs are united by a few
notable traits. And it’s these
traits that are the key to Jesuit’s
year of success.

First and foremost,
individuals need to care about
their respective programs, so
they act with purpose. For that
to happen, leaders must establish
trust through strong planning
and communication.

“Buying in is always a

ying y:
question of trust,” said Principal
Dr. Michael Wood ’99. “That
trust is built with time, good
communication, good modeling

of behavior, and past successes.
When that happens, success
tends to be a natural outcome.”

Furthermore, that purpose
must be a shared purpose. With
people working towards the
same goal, the second
component of consistent success,
teamwork, is inevitable.

“T was talking to Coach Kelly
about the basketball team this
year,” said Mr. Ed Trafton 84.
“He was saying the same thing:
there was a great team of guys
that decided that their individual
egos weren't the most important
thing, that it was about the
group. It was about supporting
each other and because of that,
look at what our awesome team
did. And I feel that in a similar
way, we had the same thing
happen in the [Black Box]
theater.”

The third component of a
culture of success is placing the
emphasis on others. When team
members shift their focus from
individual accomplishment to
shared success, the team
becomes greater than just a
collection of talented individuals.

“The [cross country team]
was successful because they put
the team’s success above their
individual success,” said
Assistant Cross Country Coach
Tom Witzgall '98. “We had four
different [first place] runners this

year and it didn’t really matter
who led the team on a particular
day. They were all happy for
each other and encouraging
towards each other. They like
each other and worked together
at practice to make everyone
better.”

So, back to the question of
“why now?”

This year’s accomplishments,
which are chronicled in the
following pages, aren’t flukes.
Rather, they're the concrete
evidence of something intrinsic
and internal that is encapsulated
in our mottos “Men for Others”
and “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam”
(AMDG).

For 62 years, Jesuit has
nurtured a selfless schoolwide
culture, inviting students to
sacrifice personal accolades for
communal success. We say
“Men for Others” and “AMDG”
so often that they feel cliché. But
there’s no denying that the
following programs have
embodied these words and
soared to new heights because of
them.

“Men for Others” and
“AMDG?” are more than just
overused catchphrases. When
taken to heart, they become
formulas to success, keys to
excellence. And the roots of this

tree can produce a school year
like 2024-2025.
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By: Luke Pryor 25

This year’s Cross Country team added
210" State Championship tltle to the
program’s history.
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By: Nick Ryan 26 & Baron Smith 27
he Jesuit basketball team

took home a historic title

this winter: the school’s
very first basketball State
Championsip.

For the first time since 1994,
the Marauders made it to the state
final, and they won in dominant
fashion. The hard work that the
athletes and coaching staff put
forth directly led to the banner
that now hangs in the Barry
Gymnasium.

At the beginning of the season,
one of the areas of concern was
that the roster was incredibly
green. However, Amaury
McKinney 25 believes the team
succeeded precisely because of this
inexperience.

“Because the team was young
and new, we focused more on our
roles than worrying about all the
problems established teams have,”
Amaury said. “We weren’t
concerned with normal
distractions; we just wanted to get
better.”

This team lacked what often
ruins potentially great teams: ego.

“A big part of our success this
year was each player’s willingness
to fill a role,” said Luke
Browne "25. “Many times people’s
ego gets in the way of the team
causing rifts within the team. This
year we had none of that — each
player was 100% focused on
winning and that led

to each practice being as|

productive as possible.” \
This idea that players

weren't playing selfishly

was echoed by Head Varsity

Basketball Coach Tim Kelly.

“This team is full of guys
that work really hard and want
each other to succeed,” Coach
Kelly said. “It was all about
winning. Individual agendas did
not matter. It is amazing what can [
happen when no one cares who
gets the credit.”

The team started the season
3-3, but won eight of their next
nine games to skyrocket into the
top rankings in the league. After
finishing third in the Sierra
Foothill League and second in
the San Joaquin Section, they
made qualified for the NorCal
tournament, where they made it to
the finals, and won in strong
fashion. In the state championship
game, they found themselves at
Golden 1 Center for the second
time in the season, where they
defeated the Alijah Arenas-led
Chatsworth Chancellors, 66-53.

This win was not just historic
for the school, but was a personal
triumph for the players
themselves.

“It feels great to be the team
that gave this program
something it’s never achieved
before,” Amaury said. “I have
been a part of the Jesuit
program since I attended
a basketball camp

Forward Asher Schroeder 25 (pictured) was
named the Sac Bee School Player of
the Year, averaging a team-high 17.0 points
per game to go along with 7.6 rebounds.

()
Asher is the first Jesuit athlete J v 7
to win the honor in 14 years. / y

Coach Tim Kelly was
named the Sac Bee’s
Coach of the Year, the
second time he’s received
the honor at Jesuit.

camp in first
i1 grade.
I started
playing with
- ed Raiders in
== the third grade and
now finish my time here with a
( State Champ1onsh1p Itsa
storybook ending.”

Looking back on the start of
the season, the team looked
strong, but no one could predict
the successful season they would
achieve. Throughout the season,
they worked as one unit, on and

i off the court, developing into an
unstoppable force.

“We were able to spend quality
time together, see the true
character of each other,” Luke

said. “I realized just how serious

everybody took it from their prep
| to their recovery and through

that I realized there was something
_ special about this group.”

The time that the team
spent together proved to be
valuable, and it showed on
the court. Every player knew
their role and found
excellence in it, leading to the

masterful performance in the
championship game.

In pursuing the good of the
team over the good of the
individual, this team embodied
the objective of Jesuit Athletics:
to move beyond self-interest and
self-centeredness in the pursuit
of excellence in mind, body, and
spirit — all for the Greater Glory
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The accomplishmcnté{wcs Jesuit the most
Cross Country State Champiosnhips out of
any high school in California.

Photography: Brandon Curry 25 | PLANK . The Jesuit Basketball team finished 27-9 and delivered the first-ever
basketball State Championship to the school.



